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BIOGRAPHY 
Ron Mearsha came to Pacific University from Colorado where he received his 
undergraduate de!:,rree in Environmental Health from Colorado State University, in May 
of 1993. After a short working experience he traveled to the Pacific Northwest to pursue 
an optometry degree. He received his Doctor of Optometry degree in May of2000, from 
Pacific University College of Optometry, and graduated with honors. While at Pacific 
University he was a member of Beta Sigma Kappa, optometric honor society, the 
American Student Optometric Association and the Colorado Optometric Association. He 
worked part time for a local optometrist throughout his optometric education. After 
graduation Dr. Mearsha plans to pursue a residency program in binocular vision and 
vision therapy. He eventually plans to return to Colorado to pursue private practice. 
INTRODUCTION 
With the advent of the Internet and World Wide Web, the way people communicate is in 
a state of great change. The optometric profession is no exception to involvement in this 
new change. Access to the vast arena of information via the Web is a skill individuals, 
professionals and businesses alike must possess. The internet is becoming a replacement 
for the old ways of information gathering. This is because so much more information 
can be obtained through the use of an internet site. 
The greater power of personal computers and the their lowered cost to the consumer have 
made internet access much easier than it was even two to three years ago. More and more 
individuals are equipping their homes with personal computers for many reasons, not the 
least of which is access to the Web. With a personal computer one has the ability to gain 
information that would take many, many hours of library research in a matter of minutes. 
Individuals seeking services and infonnation are turning to the internet continually. 
Therefore, it is imperative that the optometric profession become involved in this new 
medium of business and communication. The optometric profession needs to be in a 
position to take advantage of this medium, and use it to their benefit. An internet site 
established by a doctor of optometry can increase his or her visibility in the community, 
by using this medium for information posting, continuing education, and patient 
communication. The World Wide Web is continuing to grow on a daily basis and it is 
paramount for the optometrist become involved as soon as possible. As a profession 
optometry needs to be present on the World Wide Web, so that as the world moves into 
the 21st century optometrists are not left behind. 
WEB SITE DESIGN 
The Virtual Vision Center(VVC) Web site was designed for a primary care optometry 
practice. The VVC site was set up so that selective navigation would be possible by 
grouping the pages into sections for select populations. The select population groups 
targeted were: the prospective patient, the previous or continuing patient, the health care 
provider, and the general web browser. It was the intent in designing this site that all 
areas shall be inter-linked and easily accessible. Specific individual target populations 
will not be restricted or limited access to any areas of the site. It is just that by design, 
different populations will be interested in different information, therefore, the target 
areas were created to facilitate information acquisition. 
THE HOME PAGE 
The home page for the VVC contains links to the six main sections of the Web site. The 
main sections of the web site are: Welcome to the VVC, Make an Appointment, "Vision 
is .. ", Eye-some Links, Frequently Asked Questions and Doctor Communications. 
THE WELCOME PAGE 
The welcome page contains information for the general Web browser as well as 
information for the prospective patient. This page contains information about the 
practice, such as an on-line tour with pictures of the office interior and directions 
including a map to the office. There are links to pages that contain information about the 
qualifications of the doctor and the staff, including; credentials, education, professional 
affiliations, and personnel biographies with pictures included. Lastly, the welcome page 
contains a section of optical illusions, with discussions of the different illusions. 
THE MAKE AN APPOIN1MENT PAGE 
This page denotes the hours of operation of the clinic and provides another avenue for 
patients to schedule an examination. The page is divided into separate sections for 
prospective and previous patients. Each page contains an information entry field for 
times the patient would like to schedule an appointment. A pre-history form is included 
to help the examination process run more smoothly by requiring less time for paper work 
when the patient arrives for their appointment. The patient has the option of being 
contacted by phone or email of the confirmed appointment. 
THE "VISION IS ... " PAGE 
This page contains information about general vision topics, including: binocular vision, 
visual perception, and eye sight. This page has a plethora of information but is easily to 
navigate with links throughout. Subsequent links from the "Vision is ... " page, provide 
information concerning the details of an eye examination and information about vision 
therapy. 
THE EYE-SOME LINKS PAGE 
This page contains links to other Web sites that are optometry related, such as Pacific 
University College of Optometry and the American Optometric Association. There are 
also select links of person interest, and hobbies. 
THE FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS PAGE 
This page has an interactive feature as well as general information. There is an 
information entry field where one can submit a specific question for the doctor or staff to 
answer. All previously asked questions will be published on this page as well, including 
the doctor or staff response_ 
THE DOCTOR COMMUNICATIONS PAGE 
This page is designed for the health care provider, and is meant as a case discussion page_ 
Rotating cases will be published here including all relevant examination detaiL This 
page includes the ability for other health care providers to submit their own diagnoses or 
comments. 
CONCLUSION 
The goal behind this project was to create a Web site that would be fun to navigate with 
lots of pictures that will provide valuable information to individuals surfing the internet. 
The site will also allow individuals with busy schedules to make an appointment on-line 
at their leisure or have their questions answered. The acquisition of infonnation via the 
internet is rapidly become a main avenue for commerce and the optometric profession 
will be no exception. The use of a internet Web site is a necessity for optometric practice 
in the 21st century. 
A copy of the Virtual Vision Center Web site has been enclosed. 
